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Preface 

The Roma in Europe are again in a state of peril. There is a  long history of re-
search by psychologists attempting to prove a genetic basis for purported racial 
differences in intelligence, namely IQ. It began over a century ago with psycholo-
gists newly armed with IQ measures, trying to differentiate those immigrants 
“fit” for immigration to the United States (Jackson and Weidman, 2004). After 
the horrors of the Third Reich and racial purification (Gound, 1981), such work 
fell into disrepute. Ironically, the Civil Rights movement in the United States 
re-awakened interest in racial differences. Once educational inequalities between 
Blacks and Whites were acknowledged and began to be redressed, attention 
turned very quickly to the “achievement gap” in education between the “races” 
(Jensen, 1973) as if four hundred years of inequality could be solved by desegre-
gating some schools (Onwuegbuzie and Daley, 2001).

One of the leaders of the new interest in racial differences in IQ was Philippe 
Rushton (see https://psychology.uwo.ca/people/faculty/remembrance/rushton.
html). When his work fell into disrepute in American circles, he moved his 
research base, often without the approval of IRB oversight, to two places where 
it was not so disfavored: racial differences in South Africa under apartheid, 
and the Roma in Eastern Europe. For Rushton, the Roma provided a  natural 
experiment: a  relatively pure South Asian group living in a  European cultural  
setting.

As recently as Rushton (2007), the Roma were characterized as scoring lower 
on average than Whites not as a  function of disparities in circumstances but 
because of their ethnicity. Research highlighting low intelligence was used in the 
past to justify special education, sometimes for even a majority of Roma children 
(Cvorovic, 2014). Papers within the last ten years (e.g. Bakefr, 2011) make broad 
generalizations about Roma: that they care little for education and tend to avoid 
confrontation by withdrawal. In an appalling piece, Bakalar (2004) character- 
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Preface10

izes Roma as following a  “strategy” of over-reproduction with little care given 
to children. 

The research in these papers is badly flawed, assuming the “culture-fairness” 
of Western tests, relying on unsystematic interviews with inadequate control 
groups, and paying little attention both to the language children were tested in, 
and to the cultural match between the examiners and the children. Other stud-
ies that have taken into consideration the socioeconomic status of the parents, 
nutritional status, birth weight, and preschool experiences of the children, find 
the so-called racial gap in IQ between Roma children and others almost incon-
sequential (Kezdi & Kertesi, 2011). 

The research in the current volume attempts to dispel some myths and to 
place the development and education of Roma children in their cultural and 
historical context. The research is conducted with more understanding of the 
language and cultural milieu in which Roma children grow up. Roma testers 
present the materials whenever possible, and Romani is used as the language of 
the test. 

“Scientific” reports, especially if they suggest biological causes for population 
differences, can rapidly become fodder for political extremists, neo-Nazis and 
racists, whose attacks on Roma in the last decades have not abated (Cvorovic, 
2014). There remains a  huge gap in the educational experiences of Roma and 
mainstream children in Europe. Sustained attention and adequate funding is 
needed to bring justice to their circumstances. That attention must proceed in 
full acknowledgement of past systemic racist bias, and with a fuller understand-
ing of the cultural and historical context of the Roma.
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