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What Was It

WHAT WAS IT?

Itis, I confess, with considerable diffidence that I approach the
strange narrative which I am about to relate. The events which I
purpose detailing are of so extraordinary a character that I am quite
prepared to meet with an unusual amount of incredulity and scorn.
I accept all such beforehand. I have, I trust, the literary courage
to face unbelief.

I have, after mature consideration, resolved to narrate, in as
simple and straightforward a manner as I can compass, some facts
that passed under my observation, in the month of July last, and
which, in the annals of the mysteries of physical science, are wholly
unparalleled.

I live at No. - Twenty-sixth Street, in New York. The house is in
some respects a curious one. It has enjoyed for the last two years
the reputation of being haunted. It is a large and stately
residence, surrounded by what was once a garden, but which is

now only a green enclosure used for bleaching clothes.
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confess - przyznawac sig, przyznac sig, spowiadac
sie

considerable - znaczny, znaczacy, spory
diffidence - brak pewnosci, nie§miatosé
approach - zblizac si¢, podejscie

extraordinary - niezwykly, nadzwyczajny
incredulity - niedowierzanie

scorn - gardzi¢, lekcewazy¢, wzgardzié, odrzucic,
szydzi¢, drwic, pogarda

beforehand - wczedniej

trust - zaufanie, trust, ufac¢

literary - literacki

courage - odwaga, mestwo, $miatosé

unbelief - niewiara, bezboznosé

mature - dojrzaly, dorosly

consideration - namysl, rozwaga, wynagrodzenie
resolved - rozwiazaé, przechodzié, zdecydowac,
ulec rozkladowi, determinacja, stanowczos¢
narrate - opowiadac, opowiedzie¢
straightforward - proste, prostolinijny,
bezposredni

compass - otoczy¢, knué, dopiaé, spiskowac,
kompas, zasieg, zakres, cyrkiel

observation - obserwacja, spostrzezenie, oglad,
komentarz

annals - kroniki

wholly - catkowicie

unparalleled - niezréwnany

twenty-sixth - dwudziesty szosty

is in - by¢ w; by¢ dostepnym, urzedowac; by¢
w domu lub biurze; wplynaé¢ (dokument)
curious - ciekawy

reputation - reputacja, renoma

haunted - straszy¢, nawiedza¢, nawiedzic
stately - okazaly, majestatyczny

residence - miejsce zamieszkanie
surrounded - otoczony, otaczaé

enclosure - obudowa, klauzura

bleaching - wybielanie, (bleach) wybielacz, srodek
wybielajacy i dezynfekujacy
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The dry basin of what has been a fountain, and a few fruit trees
ragged and unpruned, indicate that this spot in past days was a
pleasant, shady retreat, filled with fruits and flowers and the sweet

murmur of waters.

The house is very spacious. A hall of noble size leads to a large
spiral staircase winding through its centre, while the various
apartments are of imposing dimensions. It was built some fifteen
the well-known New York
merchant, who five years ago threw the commercial world into

or twenty years since by Mr. A--

b

convulsions by a stupendous bank fraud. Mr.

A--, as every one knows, escaped to Europe, and died not long after,
of a broken heart. Almost immediately after the news of his
decease reached this country and was verified, the report spread in
Twenty-sixth Street that No. - was haunted.

Legal measures had dispossessed the widow of its former owner,
and it was inhabited merely by a caretaker and his wife, placed
there by the house agent into whose hands it had passed for the
purposes of renting or sale. These people declared that they were
troubled with unnatural noises. Doors were opened without any
visible agency.

The remnants of furniture scattered through the various rooms
were, during the night, piled one upon the other by unknown
hands. Invisible feet passed up and down the stairs in broad
daylight, accompanied by the rustle of unseen silk dresses, and
the gliding of viewless hands along the massive balusters. The

caretaker and his wife declared they would live there no longer.
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basin - dorzecze, umywalka, basen

fountain - fontanna, wodotrysk

fruit trees - drzewa owocowe

ragged - (rag) nabijac si¢, dokuczad, szmata,
gazeta, wystrzepiony, poszarpany, umeczony
unpruned - nieprzycinane

shady - ocieniony, podejrzany, zacieniony, ciemny
retreat - odosobnienie, wycofa¢ sig, uciekac,

schronienie, azyl, kryjéwka, ucieczka

spacious - przestronny, obszerny

noble - arystokrata, szlachcic, szlachetny
spiral staircase - schody krecone

winding - nawijanie, (wind) wia¢, przewijac,
pozbawic¢ tchu, wiatr, zakole

imposing - natozy¢, narzucic

dimensions - wymiar

well-known - stynny, powszechnie znany
merchant - kupiec

convulsions - drgawki, konwulsje, gwaltowne
niepokoje

stupendous - wspanialy

fraud - oszustwo, wyludzenie, oszust, oszustka,

szachraj

broken heart - ztamane serce
decease - umierad, $mier¢, zgon
verified - potwierdzi¢, sprawdzi¢

dispossessed - wywlaszczony, wysiedlac,
wywlaszczad

widow - wdowa, bekart

former - byly

inhabited - zamieszkaly, zamieszkiwa¢, zajmowac,
wypelniaé

merely - tylko, jedynie, jeno

caretaker - opickun, dozorca, dozorczyni
declared - deklarowaé, zadeklarowad
unnatural - nienaturalne

visible - widoczny, widzialny

agency - sprawczos¢, agencja

remnants - resztka, pozostatosé

scattered - rozrzucic, rozsypaé, rozejsc sie,
rozrzut, rozproszenie

piled - spictrzone, zwali¢ na kupe, palowad, sterta,
stos, kupa, gmach

unknown - nieznany, nieznajomy, niewiadomy,
niewiadoma

invisible - niewidoczny, niewidzialny

passed up - odrzuci¢ (np. oferte), zrezygnowaé
Z Szansy

broad - szeroki, wyrazny, ogélny

daylight - swiatlo dzienne
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The house agent laughed, dismissed them, and put others in their
place. The noises and supernatural manifestations continued. The
neighbourhood caught up the story, and the house remained
untenanted for three years. Several persons negotiated for it; but,
somehow, always before the bargain was closed they heard the
unpleasant rumours and declined to treat any further.

It was in this state of things that my landlady, who at that time kept
a boarding-house in Bleecker Street, and who wished to move
further up town, conceived the bold idea of renting No. - Twenty-
sixth Street.

Happening to have in her house rather a plucky and philosophical
set of boarders, she laid her scheme before us, stating candidly
everything she had heard respecting the ghostly qualities of the
establishment to which she wished to remove us. With the
exception of two timid persons,-a sea-captain and a returned
Californian, who immediately gave notice that they would leave,-
all of Mrs.

Moffat's guests declared that they would accompany her in her
chivalric incursion into the abode of spirits.
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accompanied - w towarzystwie, towarzyszyc,
asystowac, akompaniowaé, zaakompaniowac,
basowac

rustle - szelest, szelescic

unseen - niewidoczny, bez przygotowania
silk - jedwab

gliding - szybowanie, szybownictwo, §lizgac,
sunaé

viewless - bez widoku, niewidoczny
massive - masywny

balusters - tralka, balas, balaska, balasek

dismissed - odrzucié, zwolni¢, zakonczy¢
supernatural - nadnaturalny, nadprzyrodzony
manifestations - oznaka, przejaw, objaw
untenanted - nie wynajete

negotiated - negocjowaé, uzgodnic,
wynegocjowac, pokonywac, pokonaé
somehow - w jaki$ sposéb

bargain - okazja

rumours - pogloska, plotka

declined - odmoéwi¢, odmieniaé przez przypadek,
deklinowad, odmawiaé, odrzucié, zanikac

was in - by¢ w; by¢ dostepnym, urzedowad; by¢
w domu lub biurze; wptynaé¢ (dokument)
landlady - wtascicielka, gospodyni, kierowniczka
boarding-house - pensjonat

conceived - wyobrazac sobie, stworzy¢

bold - pogrubienie, odwazny, §mialy

have in - zawiera¢ w sobie co$

plucky - szczesliwy, dzielny
philosophical - filozoficzny

boarders - pensjonariusz, lokator, cztonek
oddziatu abordazowego

scheme - plan, program, schemat, intryga
candidly - szczetze

ghostly - upiorny, widmowy, zmorowaty
establishment - zatozenie, zakladanie,
ustanowienie, ustanawianie

exception - wyjatek

timid - bojazliwy, ptochliwy, nie§mialy
sea-captain - kapitan statku

californian - kalifornijski, Kalifornijczyk
gave notice - notyfikowaé, wypowiadad;
zawiadomid; give somebody notice; give one's

notice zwolni¢ kogos, wreczy¢ komus wymowienie

accompany - towarzyszy¢, asystowac,
akompaniowaé, zaakompaniowac, basowac
chivalric - rycerski

incursion - wtargniccie, ingerencja

abode - przebywaé, miejsce zamieszkania, siedziba
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Our removal was effected in the month of May, and we were
charmed with our new residence. The portion of Twenty-sixth
Street where our house is situated, between Seventh and Eighth
avenues, is one of the pleasantest localities in New York. The
gardens back of the houses, running down nearly to the Hudson,

form, in the summer time, a perfect avenue of verdure.

The air is pure and invigorating, sweeping, as it does, straight
across the river from the Weehawken heights, and even the ragged
garden which surrounded the house, although displaying on
washing days rather too much clothesline, still gave us a piece of
greensward to look at, and a cool retreat in the summer evenings,
where we smoked our cigars in the dusk, and watched the fireflies
flashing their dark lanterns in the long grass.

Of course we had no sooner established ourselves at No. - than we
began to expect ghosts. We absolutely awaited their advent with
eagerness. Our dinner conversation was supernatural. One of the
boarders, who had purchased Mrs. Crowe's "Night Side of Nature"
for his own private delectation, was regarded as a public enemy
by the entire household for not having bought twenty copies.

The man led a life of supreme wretchedness while he was reading
this volume. A system of espionage was established, of which he
was the victim. If he incautiously laid the book down for an instant
and left the room, it was immediately seized and read aloud in
secret places to a select few.
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removal - usunigcie, zwolnienie

charmed - zauroczy¢, oczarowal, zaczarowac,
urok, czarujace

portion - porcja

situated - usytuowany, umiejscawia¢, umiejscowic,
umiescié, umieszczaé, ustawiac

eighth - 6smy

avenues - drogi, aleja, podjazd

localities - lokalnos¢, sasiedztwo

verdure - zielen

pure - czysty, niewinny, calkowity
invigorating - orzezwiaé, orzezwié, ozywiac,
pokrzepiaé, wzmacniaé

sweeping - zamiatanie, doszczetny, (sweep),
zamiataé, zamie$¢

displaying - prezentowanie, okazywanie,
demonstrowaé, wyswietla¢

clothesline - sznur do bielizny

greensward - murawa

cigars - cygaro

dusk - zmierzch

fireflies - Swietlik

flashing - (flash) miga¢, btyskaé, przemykac, btysk
lanterns - latarnia

established - ustanowic, ustali¢, zalozy¢,
wyznaczyé

awaited - czekad, oczekiwad

advent - adwent, nadejscie

eagerness - zapal, pragnienie, ochota
purchased - zakupiony, kupno, zakupié¢, kupic
delectation - rozkoszowanie

regarded - uwazany, mie¢ wzglad, bra¢ pod
uwagg, dotyczy¢, przygladac sie, szacunek
public enemy - wrég publiczny

entire - w calodci, caly

supreme - najwyzszy, najwicksza, naczelny
wretchedness - niedola, nedza

volume - obj¢tosé, glosnosé, rocznik, tom,
wolumin

espionage - szpiegostwo, wywiad
incautiously - nicostroznie

instant - chwila, moment, nie wymagajacy
gotowania, natychmiastowy, od razu
seized - chwyci¢, ztapa¢, chwytad, tapac
aloud - glosno

select - wybiera¢, wybrad, selekcjonowac
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I found myself a person of immense importance, it having leaked
out that I was tolerably well versed in the history of
supernaturalism, and had once written a story the foundation of

which was a ghost.

If a table or a wainscot panel happened to warp when we were
assembled in the large drawing-room, there was an instant
silence, and every one was prepared for an immediate clanking of
chains and a spectral form.

After a month of psychological excitement, it was with the utmost
dissatisfaction that we were forced to acknowledge that nothing
in the remotest degree approaching the supernatural had
manifested itself.

Once the black butler asseverated that his candle had been blown
out by some invisible agency while he was undressing himself for
the night; but as I had more than once discovered this coloured
gentleman in a condition when one candle must have appeared to
him like two, I thought it possible that, by going a step further in his
potations, he might have reversed this phenomenon, and seen no

candle at all where he ought to have beheld one.

Things were in this state when an accident took place so awful and
inexplicable in its character that my reason fairly reels at the bare
memory of the occurrence. It was the tenth of July. After dinner
was over I repaired, with my friend Dr. Hammond, to the garden to
smoke my evening pipe.
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immense - ogromny, przeogromny, niezmierny
leaked out - wycicka¢; wychodzi¢ na jaw
tolerably - znosnie

versed - zweryfikowany, werset, poezja, wiersz,
zwrotka, strofa

supernaturalism - nadprzyrodzonos¢
foundation - zalozenie, ufundowanie, fundament,

fundacja, podktad

wainscot - boazetia

panel - panel

warp - wypaczy¢, odksztalci¢, zwichrowad, skazic,
wykoslawié, osnowa

assembled - zmontowane, montowac, zbierac sie,
gromadzi¢ si¢

drawing-room - bawialnia, salon

silence - cisza, milczenie, uciszy¢, ucisza¢
clanking - (clank) brz¢knad, brzek, szczek,
brzeczacy

spectral - widmowy, upiorny

psychological - psychologiczny

utmost - najwyzszy, najwigkszy, maksymalny
dissatisfaction - niezadowolenie
acknowledge - potwierdzi¢, przyznawac,
przyznad, uznawac, uznac

approaching - zbliza si¢, zbliza¢ si¢, podejscie
manifested - zamanifestowane, manifest

butler - kamerdyner

asseverated - o$wiadczy¢, zapewniaé

candle - §wieca, Swieczka, gromnica

undressing - (undress) rozebraé, rozbieranie si¢
potations - trunck, picie alkoholu

reversed - odwrocony, odwracaé, zmieniaé, cofad,
porazka, odwrotny, przeciwny

phenomenon - fenomen, zjawisko

beheld - widziany, ujrzeé

were in - by¢ w; by¢ dostepnym, urzedowad; by¢
w domu lub biurze; wptynaé¢ (dokument)
inexplicable - niewytlumaczalne

reels - kolowrotki, mota¢, namotac, nawijac,
nawinaé, wirowac, krecic sie, krazyé

bare - nagi, goly, obnazony, odkryty, odstoniety
occurrence - wystgpowanie, wydarzenie, wypadek,
zjawisko, pojawienie

tenth - dziesiaty, dziesiata

10


http://onepress.pl/page354U~rt/e_3xm9_ebook

