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Clarimonde

CLARIMONDE

Brother, you ask me if I have ever loved. Yes. My story is a strange
and terrible one; and though I am sixty-six years of age, I scarcely
dare even now to disturb the ashes of that memory.

From my eatrliest childhood I had felt a vocation to the priesthood,
so that all my studies were directed with that idea in view. Up to the
age of twenty-four my life had been only a prolonged novitiate.
Having completed my course of theology I successively received
all the minor orders, and my superiors judged me worthy, despite
my youth, to pass the last awful degree.

My ordination was fixed for Easter week.

I had never gone into the world. My world was confined by the
walls of the college and the seminary. I knew in a vague sort of a
way that there was something called Woman, but I never permitted
my thoughts to dwell on such a subject, and I lived in a state of
perfect innocence.

Twice a year only I saw my infirm and aged mother, and in those
visits were comprised my sole relations with the outer world.
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sixty-six - Szes¢dziesiat szes¢

scarcely - ledwo, ledwie

dare - odwazy¢ si¢, osmieli¢, mie¢ czelnosé
disturb - przeszkadzaé, niepokoié, martwic,
zmartwic

ashes - jesion, popi6t

vocation - powolanie, postannictwo
priesthood - kaplanstwo, duchowienistwo
twenty-four - dwadziescia cztery (liczba)
prolonged - przedtuzad, prolongowac
novitiate - nowicjat

theology - teologia

successively - sukcesywnie

minor - pomniejszy, drugorzedny, poboczny,
molowy, nieletni, drobny

supetiors - zwierzchnik, przetozony

worthy - godny, zacny
ordination - Swiecenia

confined - zamknaé, umiesci¢, ograniczy¢, ramy
seminary - seminarium

vague - niejasny

permitted - dozwolone, pozwalaé, zezwalaé
dwell on - rozpamigtywac cos, rozwodzic si¢
nad czyms, rozgrzebywaé cos (np. przesztosé),
drazy¢ cos$

lived in - zamieszkany, przytulny

innocence - niewinnos¢

infirm - niedolezny, chorzy
comprised - skladac si¢, zawierad

sole - podeszwa, sola, jedyny
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I regretted nothing; I felt not the least hesitation at taking the last
irrevocable step; I was filled with joy and impatience. Never did a
betrothed lover count the slow hours with more feverish ardout;
I slept only to dream that I was saying mass; I believed there could
be nothing in the world more delightful than to be a priest; I would

have refused to be a king or a poet in preference.

My ambition could conceive of no loftier aim.

At last the great day came. I walked to the church with a step so light
that I fancied myself sustained in air, or that I had wings upon my
shoulders. I believed myself an angel, and wondered at the sombre
and thoughtful faces of my companions, for there were several of
us. I had passed all the night in prayer, and was in a condition
wellnigh bordering on ecstasy.

The bishop, a venerable old man, seemed to me God the Father
leaning over his Eternity, and I beheld Heaven through the vault
of the temple.

You well know the details of that ceremony-the benediction, the
communion under both forms, the anointing of the palms of the
hands with the Oil of Catechumens, and then the holy sacrifice
offered in concert with the bishop.

Ah, truly spake Job when he declared that the imprudent man is
one who hath not made a covenant with his eyes!
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regretted - zalowac, zal

hesitation - wahanie, niezdecydowanie
irrevocable - nicodwolalny

joy - rados¢

impatience - niecierpliwos¢, brak cierpliwosci
betrothed - zar¢czony, narzeczony, narzeczona,
oblubieniec

more feverish - bardziej rozgoraczkowany
ardour - zapal, zarliwos¢

mass - gromadzic si¢, zbierac sig, gromadzenie sig,
zbieranie sie, masa, thum

more delightful - bardziej zachwycajacy
refused - odmowil, odmawia¢, odpadki
preference - preferencja, pierwszefistwo

conceive - wyobrazac sobie, stworzy¢
loftier - wyzszy, wysoki, szczytny, wzniosty

sustained - trwaly, podtrzymad, utrzymywac
angel - aniol, pickna kobieta, inwestor
sombre - ponury, posepny

thoughtful - przemyslane, rozwazny, troskliwy
companions - towarzysz, kompan, wspélnik
was in - by¢ w; by¢ dostepnym, urzedowad; by¢
w domu lub biurze; wplynaé¢ (dokument)
wellnigh - nieomal, prawie

bordering on - graniczy¢ z; by¢ na granicy
(czegos)

ecstasy - ekstaza, ecstasy

bishop - biskup, goniec, laufer, wino grzane
venerable - czcigodny, sedziwy

leaning - pochylajac sig, (lean) opierac sig,
przechyli¢ si¢, odchyli¢ si¢, szczuply

eternity - wiecznos$¢

beheld - widziany, ujrze¢

vault - skoczy¢, skaka¢ przez cos, przeskoczyd,
skarbiec, krypta, krypta rodzinna

benediction - benedykcja, blogostawienistwo
communion - komunia

anointing - namasci¢, namaszczac

palms - chowa¢, ukrywad, dlon, palma
catechumens - katechumen

holy - swiety

sacrifice - ofiarowad, zlozy¢ w ofierze, poswiecad,

poswigcié, ofiara

truly - autentycznie, naprawde, setio, szczetrze
declared - deklarowaé, zadeklarowad
imprudent - nieostrozny, nieroztropny

hath - dawna forma czasownika have

covenant - przymierze, ugoda, umowa, umowi¢

sig, zawrzeé umowe
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I accidentally lifted my head, which until then I had kept down,
and beheld before me, so close that it seemed that I could have
touched her-although she was actually a considerable distance from
me and on the further side of the sanctuary railing-a young woman
of extraordinary beauty, and attired with royal magnificence.

It seemed as though scales had suddenly fallen from my eyes. I felt
like a blind man who unexpectedly recovers his sight.

The bishop, so radiantly glorious but an instant before, suddenly
vanished away, the tapers paled upon their golden candlesticks
like stars in the dawn, and a vast darkness seemed to fill the whole
church. The charming creature appeared in brief relief against the
background of that darkness, like some angelic revelation.

She seemed herself radiant, and radiating light rather than

recetving it.

I lowered my eyelids, firmly resolved not to again open them, that
I might not be influenced by external objects, for distraction had
gradually taken possession of me until I hardly knew what I was
doing.

In another minute, nevertheless, I reopened my eyes, for through
my eyelashes I still beheld her, all sparkling with prismatic
colours, and surrounded with such a purple penumbra as one
beholds in gazing at the sun.
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accidentally - przypadkowo

kept down - powstrzymac¢ wymioty, stara si¢ nie
zwrocic czego$

considerable - znaczny, znaczacy, spory
sanctuary - sanktuarium

extraordinary - niezwykly, nadzwyczajny

attired - ubrany, str6j, ubior

magnificence - majestat

scales - wagi, wdrapac si¢, skala, tuska, wagowy
blind - Slepy, niewidomy, w ciemno, na $lepo,
zastona, oslepiac, oslepic

unexpectedly - nieoczekiwanie, niespodziewanie,
niespodzianie

recovers - odzyskuje, wyzdrowie¢, wréci¢ do

zdrowia, odzyska¢, dochodzi¢ do siebie

radiantly - pelnym blaskiem, promiennie
glorious - wspaniaty

instant - chwila, moment, nie wymagajacy
gotowania, natychmiastowy, od razu

vanished - znikaé, zniknaé

tapers - (tape) zwezac si¢, koniczy¢ si¢ spiczasto,
ta$ma, stozek

candlesticks - swiecznik, lichtarz

dawn - $witad, $wit, brzask, zaranie

vast - ogromny, obszerny, rozlegly, zdecydowany
charming - czarujacy, uroczy

creature - istota, stworzenie, stwor

brief - krétki, zwigzty

relief - ulga

revelation - objawienie

radiant - promienny
radiating - promieniujacy, promieniowac,

rozchodzi¢

lowered - obnizone, (low) obniza¢, niski, nizszy
eyelids - powieka

firmly - twardo, stanowczo, pewnie, mocno
resolved - rozwiazac, przechodzi¢, zdecydowac,
ulec rozkladowi, determinacja, stanowczosé
external - zewnetrzny

distraction - zaklécenie spokoju, odmiana,
rozrywka, rzecz rozpraszajaca uwage

gradually - stopniowo, krok po kroku

nevertheless - mimo to, niemniej jednak,
jednakze, jednakowoz

reopened - ponownie otworzy¢, zostaé ponownie
otwartym, zosta¢ wznowionym

eyelashes - rz¢sa

sparkling - musujace, l$nigcy, mieniacy sie,
gazowany

prismatic - pryzmatyczny

surrounded - otoczony, otaczaé
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Oh, how beautiful she was! The greatest painters, who followed ideal
beauty into heaven itself, and thence brought back to earth the true
portrait of the Madonna, never in their delineations even
approached that wildly beautiful reality which I saw before me.
Neither the verses of the poet nor the palette of the artist could
convey any conception of her.

She was rather tall, with a form and bearing of a goddess.

Her hair, of a soft blonde hue, was parted in the midst and flowed
back over her temples in two rivers of rippling gold; she seemed a
diademed queen.

Her forehead, bluish-white in its transparency, extended its calm
breadth above the arches of her eyebrows, which by a strange
singularity were almost black, and admirably relieved the effect
of sea-green eyes of unsustainable vivacity and brilliancy.

What eyes! With a single flash they could have decided a man's
destiny. They had a life, a limpidity, an ardour, a humid light
which I have never seen in human eyes; they shot forth rays like
arrows, which I could distinctly see enter my heart.

I know not if the fire which illumined them came from heaven or
from hell, but assuredly it came from one or the other. That
woman was either an angel or a demon, perhaps both. Assuredly she
never sprang from the flank of Eve, our common mother.
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penumbra - pélcien
beholds - zachowuje, ujrze¢
gazing - wpatrywac si¢ intensywnie, patrzac,

spojrzenie

thence - skad, stamtad

delineations - zarysowanie, nakreslenie,
wyznaczenie, portret psychologiczny
approached - podszedl, zbliza¢ si¢, podejscie
wildly - dziko, wsciekle

verses - werset, poezja, wiersz, zwrotka, strofa
palette - paleta

convey - przenosic, przewozié, przewiezé,
przekazad, przekazywaé, scedowac

conception - poczecie, koncepcija
goddess - bogini

hue - odcien

midst - srodek

temples - Swiatynia, skron

rippling - falowanie, (ripple) potargac¢ lekko,
pomarszczy¢ sig, zmarszczka, szmer
diademed - diadem

forehead - czolo

bluish-white - niebiesko-biaty

transparency - przezroczystos¢, przejrzystosé
extended - przedtuzy¢, wydltuzy¢, rozciagnac
breadth - szerokos¢, rozpigtosé

arches - wygiac, szatan, tuk, sklepione przejscie,
chytry, lobuzerski

eyebrows - brew

singularity - osobliwos¢

admirably - z podziwem

relieved - ulzy¢, odcigzaé, odcigzyé

sea-green - morski, w kolorze morskim
unsustainable - niezréwnowazony

vivacity - Zywo$¢, zywy temperament, ozywienie
brilliancy - blyskotliwos¢, blask

flash - migac, btyska¢, przemykac, btysk
destiny - los, przeznaczenie

limpidity - przezroczysto§¢

humid - wilgotny

rays - promien, promyk, raja

arrows - strzala, gra w rzutki

distinctly - wyraznie

illumined - o$wietlony, oswietla¢, wyjasniac
hell - pickto

assuredly - na pewno

flank - flankowad, oskrzydlaé, bok, tata, flanka,
skrzydto

eve - wigilia, przeddzien
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Teeth of the most lustrous pearl gleamed in her ruddy smile, and
at every inflection of her lips little dimples appeared in the satiny
rose of her adorable cheeks.

There was a delicacy and pride in the regal outline of her nostrils
bespeaking noble blood.

Agate gleams played over the smooth lustrous skin of her half-
bare shoulders, and strings of great blonde pearls-almost equal to
her neck in beauty of colour-descended upon her bosom.

From time to time she elevated her head with the undulating
grace of a startled serpent or peacock, thereby imparting a
quivering motion to the high lace ruff which surrounded it like a
silver trellis-work.

She wore a robe of orange-red velvet, and from her wide ermine-
lined sleeves there peeped forth patrician hands of infinite
delicacy, and so ideally transparent that, like the fingers of Aurora,
they permitted the light to shine through them.
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lustrous - potyskujacy

pearl - perla

gleamed - I$ni¢, blyszczed, poswiata, poblask,
btysk

ruddy - rumiany, czerwonawy, cholerny
inflection - odmiana, modulacja

dimples - doleczek

satiny - jedwabisty, satynowy

adorable - uroczy

cheeks - policzek

delicacy - przysmak, delikatnos¢, finezja,
subtelnos¢, delikates, delicje

pride - pycha, zarozumiato$¢, duma, stado
regal - krolewski

outline - kontur, konspekt, szkic, zarys,
obtrysowywac, obrysowac

nostrils - nozdrze

bespeaking - swiadczy¢, zamawial

noble - arystokrata, szlachcic, szlachetny

agate - agat
gleams - I$ni¢, blyszczeé, poswiata, poblask, blysk
half-bare - p6inagi

bosom - fono

elevated - podwyzszony

undulating - zafalowac, falowac, falisty,
pofaldowany, falujacy

grace - dzickczynienie, wdzigk, gracja, faska
startled - zaskoczy¢, wystraszyc¢, sploszyc
setpent - waz

peacock - paw, pawica

thereby - w ten sposéb, tym samym
imparting - przekazujac, dzieli¢ si¢
quivering - drzeé, kolczan, drzenie, szelest, szmer,
drganie

motion - ruch

lace - koronka, sznurowka

ruff - nieréwnosci, kreza, kryza, kolnierz

trellis-work - treliaz (budowla ogrodowa)

robe - uroczyscie ubraé, suknia, szata, toga,
szlafrok

orange-red - pomaraficzowo-czerwony
velvet - aksamit, aksamitny

ermine-lined - wyscielane futrem z gronostajow
sleeves - reckaw, koperta

peeped - zerknaé, podejrzed, podgladac,
spojrzenie

patrician - patrycjusz, patrycjuszka
infinite - nieskonczony

ideally - doskonale, idealnie

transparent - przezroczysty, zrozumiaty,
przejrzysty, szczery

aurora - zorza polarna, aurora, zorza poranna
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